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report. 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to consider what Provisions 
it may be expedient to establish for Regulation of the Grand Jury 
Presentments of Ireland, in order to render the Levies made 
under that authority more equal, and for an impartial and correct 
distribution of the Taxation thus imposed over the lands to be assessed, 
upon a scale proportioned to their value ; and to report their Opinion 
and Observations thereupon from time to time to the House ; — and to 
whom several Reports, Petitions and Papers, presented to the House 
in the years 1815, and 1816, and in the present Session of Parliament, 
were referred; — and who were empowered to examine into the State of 
the Laws regulating Grand Jury Presentments, and to suggest such alte- 
rations therein as may tend to lessen the expense without diminishing the 
efficacy of such provisions ; — Have made further progress in the Matters 
to them referred, and agreed upon the following REPORT : 


pR°M an exact investigation it has appeared to Your Committee, that 
■*- the numerous and often conflicting enactments of various statutes, by 
which compensation is to be measured out to the several officers of the 
counties in Ireland, for the duties imposed on them at different times ; in 
some instances leaving to the Grand Juries discretionary powers as to the 
extent of such compensation, at other times withdrawing from them all 
such discretion; and still more frequently worded with such laxity of 
expression as to render the intention of the Legislature extremely doubt- 
ful, have produced, in the exercise of these numerous and important 
duties, infinite variety in the payments awarded by the several Grand 
Juries, and have proved, in very many instances, burthensome to the 
occupying Tenantry in an excessive degree. 

Your Committee have therefore felt themselves bound to turn their 
attention to the question of making provision for remunerating these 
officers by annual salary, of which the maximum should be absolutely 
fixed so as to interdict all excess beyond that amount, yet leaving to the 
several Grand Juries a discretionary power of curtailing that allotment of 
salary, or of withholding it altogether, in the event of an insufficient 
discharge, or of absolute neglect of the duties confided to such county 
officers. For this purpose, Your Committee have classed the several 
counties of Ireland under distinct heads, principally referring to the 
population of the several counties, as their rule in forming such classifica- 
tion, and separating from these classes the county of Cork, on account 
of its greater population and extent ; omitting entirely also the county 
and city of Dublin, as they have been hitherto regulated by local acts, 
and excepted from the provisions of former statutes. 
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This Classification places the other counties of Ireland in four great 
divisions. In the first class seven counties, the population of each of 
which is not less than 250,000 : In the second eight counties, containing 
from 150,000, up to the former limits : In the third, eight counties, 
with between 120,000 and 150,000 inhabitants : And in the fourth class 
the seven remaining counties. 

In classing the cities and great towns, to which separate assize 
jurisdiction extends, they have placed the city of Cork by itself; and 
allotted to the first of two other classes, the cities of Waterford, 
Limerick, Kilkenny, and the town of Galway ; in the second, they have 
placed the towns of Drogheda and Carrickfergus. 

The results of this Scale of classification, with the proposed salaries 
of the several officers to whom that scale is intended to apply, Your 
Committee present to the House in the annexed Table ; and they beg 
leave to express their earnest hope, that whatever may be the decision 
of the House upon the adequacy, or inadequacy, of the salaries proposed 
by Your Committee, the extent of the salary to be given may be so 
far fixed by law, as that it shall in no instance be exceeded, and that it 
shall be held to be a full and complete remuneration for all duties to be 
performed by the several officers included in the list, as well as for 
expenses incurred in performance of the duties for which it shall be 
competent for the Grand Juries to present. 

Your Committee have endeavoured to discharge the delicate and 
difficult task of adjusting these salaries in such a manner, as to afford 
a fair remuneration for performance of the duties allotted to the 
several officers, preserving at the same time a due regard to the interest 
of the occupying landholders of the country; they are fully sensible 
of the manner in which many individuals will find by this allotment, 
that the amount hitherto received by them of payment for public 
duty under the head of Fees and Emoluments, will be abridged ; but 
Your Committee feel, that the trust devolved upon them by the Housp, 
is of a nature highly responsible; and that as a very large proportion 
pf these Fees and Emoluments have been claimed under statutes of 
very recent enactment, their possessors cannot urge the plea of ancient 
establishment in justification of their continuance on a scale, in very 
piany instances excessive in a most burtbensome degree. 

' Your Committee will proceed to the consideration of the Office of 
Treasurer, which they deem it most advisable to reserve for a separate 
Repo it. 


11 June 1822. 
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